[Pathogenetic criteria for evaluating the virulence of tick-borne encephalitis strains isolated in the southern part of the Far East].
A comparative virological, immunological, and pathohistological study of 5 tick-borne encephalitis (TBE) strains differing by virulence was carried out in golden hamsters. The authors characterize the TBE virus pathogenicity sign, denoted as Pmaic genetic marker (pathogenicity for hamsters at intracerebral inoculation), which helps understand the essence of immunopathogenetic mechanisms of the TBE infectious process in man.